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Our Mission

The Community Center of St Bernard is a grassroots nonprofit organiza-
tion that serves survivors of hurricane Katrina and the Gulf Oil Spill in St
Bernard Parish, Louisiana, and the surrounding area. The Community
Center's efforts are focused on empowering families who want to rebuild
their lives and their communities by providing them with direct local access
to the factual information and practical resources they need in a safe and
all-inclusive setting through our innovative “one stop shop”™ Community
Connections model.

Essential free services available to residents at the Community Center of
St Bernard include internet computers, Medicaid enrollment, legal aid,
medical assistance, financial literacy training, food pantry, clothing bank,
books, Food Stamps enrollment, disaster preparation, advocacy for the
disabled, senior citizen employment training, and computer classes.
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BERNARD
A COMMUNITY NETWORKING RESOURCE

PROVIDING A SAFE AND ACCEPTING SPACE
MEETING BASIC HUMAN NEEDS

NURTURING THE RESILIENT COMMUNITY
OF ST. BERNARD
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Letter from the Executive Director

My name is Iray Nabatoff. Although I am a native of New Hampshire, [ am also the founder
and volunteer Executive Director of the Community Center of St Bernard in Arabi, Louisiana.

[ first came to New Orleans from Acworth, NH during January 2006, expecting to stay about 3
weeks. After volunteering at the Made with Love Cafe relief kitchen located in Arabi, direetly
next door to New Orleans Lower Ninth Ward, and seceing first-hand the devastation caused by
the aftermath of Hurricanes Katrina and Rita, | made a long-term commitment to helping with
the recovery effort.

More than six years after hurricane Katrina, my goal 1s to continue to raise awareness about the
true state of the recovery effort here in St Bernard Parish. This area was at the epicenter of dev-
astation from Katrina, and was completely flooded when the levees broke. In 2010 St Bernard
families, still working to recover, found themselves facing yet another challenge when the Gulf
Oil Spill threatened their livelihoods and polluted the marshes and bayous of this coastal Parish.
And the ongoing national economic crisis has only compounded the hardships that recovering
residents have had to face as they struggled to rebuild their homes and their lives here.

Yetin spite of all that has happened here, St Bernard Parish remains largely unknown outside of
the immediate area. Though numerous celebrities and aspiring politicians (Oprah, Amy Good-
man, Brad Pitt) have come to New Orleans, they don’t venture beyond the Lower Ninth Ward,
so they remain in the dark about the lives and struggles of the people in St Bernard directly next
door, separated only by the Jackson Barracks.

At the Community Center, | work every day to serve people still caught up in the ongoing
struggle to rebuild their lives. The Commumity Center’s efforts are focused on empowering re-
turning families by providing them with free local access to the factual information and practi-
cal resources they need. In order to effectively fulfill this mission, the community Center works
to form alliances with a variety of recovery resource agencies from across the greater New Or-
leans 5-parish area.
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This regional networking approach, termed the Community Connections Model, was developed
in response to hurricane Katrina and is receiving a “trial by fire” as the Center works to serve
the increased demand for services that we are facing as a result of the Gulf Oil Spill. Our long
term goal is to develop this Model as a template for other intermediate- to long-term disaster
response agencies that need to assist clients after the initial shock of the catastrophe has passad,
but while crucial sections of social infrastructure (public transport, schools, libraries, hospitals)
are only minimally functional and in the process of being rebuilt.

There remains so nuch to be done here in St Bernard -- for too many of the clients we serve,
2011 was merely a later stage in an ongoing crisis. Unfortunately this vear’s Katrina Anniver-
sary focused heavily on home rebuild efforts and tended to overshadow the harsh reality that
putting people back in a house does not mean that those people are now independent or self-
reliant. Too often, newly-rehoused families are coming to the Community Center for something
as basic as having enough food for their children, or clothes to wear.

In short, Katrina may now be 6 years behind us, but it is still the relief agencies like the Com-
munmity Center who bear the burden of helping those families with essentials like food, clothes
and hot meals, week in and week out, long after the rebuild groups have taken down their
“Welcome Home™ banners and moved on.

Sincerely,

’Z/// //////

R.M. "Iray" Nabatoff
Executive Director,
Community Center of St Bernard
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